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 RHINELANDER CITY NEWS  

Rhinelander District Library Summer Events 

Library activities aren’t just for the winter months —  The Rhinelander 

Library has a variety of programs and activities for all ages throughout 

the summer (and lots of great books). We’re happy to highlight a cou-

ple special events here.   So grab a tall glass of lemonade, a chair in the 

shade and read!   And come enjoy events at the Library!   

 

Monday, May 18 – 6:30 p.m.  An Evening of Poetry! 
Kimberly Blaeser, PhD – Wisconsin Poet Laureate 

 
Dr. Kimberly Blaeser, a Professor at UW-Milwaukee, has been ap-
pointed as Wisconsin’s Poet Laureate for 2015-2016.  She has authored 
three widely acclaimed collections of poetry and a non-fiction book; 
and has edited two collections of poetry.  Blaeser, of Anishinaabe an-
cestry is a native of White Earth Reservation in northwestern Minne-
sota.  Don’t miss this opportunity to hear one of our state’s best poets! 

Monday, June 15 – 6:30 p.m.   Paddling & Pastimes:   
6 Midwest Cities – The Rivers that Made Them,  

the BaseballTeams that Entertained Them 
Author Series:  Doc Fletcher 

 

PBS-featured author Doc Fletcher returns for another one of his trade-
mark presentations on the joys of kayaking and canoeing. Join us for a 
photographic journey, with stories and lots of practical tips, from his 
new book (out in March), Paddling and Pastimes.  Doc will show 
how urban paddling trips can be fun and rewarding and how Midwest 
cities with great rivers and great baseball teams are positively impact-
ed. You don't have to be a paddling enthusiast to enjoy the program, 
but you may become one by the time the afternoon ends! Baseball 
fans are encouraged to attend!     
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Monday, June 29 – 6:30 p.m.    
Coins in the Ashes:  

A Family Story of Grief, 
Gratitude, and Grace 

Author Series:  Joe & Paula 
McHugh  

 

Many years in the making, it 
chronicles his quest to find 
the African-American woman 
who cared for him when he 
was a child and helped his 
family survive a terrible trage-
dy.  He will share what he 
learned about the role caregiv-
ers play in the brain develop-
ment of young children, how 
race and class have influenced 
society, individual families; 
and how this special woman 
and her family influenced the 
music he plays today.     
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City of Rhinelander Fire Department  
Burning Permit Regulations:  
 

 A burning permit is required for any open burning within the city limits of Rhinelander in-
cluding campfires, portable screen enclosed fire pits/fireplace, burn piles or burn barrels.  

 Burning permits are FREE! 
 Two types of permits are available:  3- day permits for burn piles AND  annual permits for 

campfires, approved burners &  burn barrels.  
 All annual permits expire at the end of the year issued and must be renewed each year.  
 With proper permit and following all regulations, burning is allowed anytime within the 

city limits (providing conditions allow).  
 All burn sites MUST be inspected and approved by the Fire Department. 
 All burn sites must be at least 25 feet (15 feet for approved enclosed burner from any struc-

ture, woodpile, wood fence, trees or brush.  
 Material to be burned must be dry & not be ignited with flammable or combustible liquid.  
 Material allowed could be brush, leaves, needles, grass, clean wood, unrecyclable paper 

and unrecyclable cardboard.  
 Materials NOT allowed  are garbage, plastics, shingles, foam, furniture, wire, metal, alumi-

num, vinyl products, rubber products, oil based products & painted or stained wood.   
 IF SMOKE BECOMES A NUISANCE, you will be required to extinguish the fire.  
 Burn piles are limited to 4’x 4’x 3’ in size.  
 All fires must be supervised until completely extinguished. 
 Fire Suppression equipment (water hose, fire extinguisher etc.) must be readily available 

during the time of burning.  
 NO burning is allowed if wind is in excess of 9 MPH.  
 If your fire gets away, you will be liable for all expenses in-

curred in suppressing the fire & will be responsible for all 
damages caused by the fire.  

 Failure to follow City Ordinance will result in a citation.  
 

City of Rhinelander Dump Station  

 Recreational vehicle dump station 

is now open.  Obtain a permit (no 

cost to residents) at the Rhineland-

er City Hall, 135 S. Stevens Street.  

 Non-residents  and travelers may 

also use the site for a $3.00 fee—

payable at the dump site location 

at 869 Boyce Drive—The dump sta-

tion is open 24 hours a day April 

through early November. 

 RHINELANDER 

Council Members 
George Kirby—District 1 

Mark Pelletier—District 2  

Sherrie Belliveau—District 3 
Tom Kelly—District 4 

Joe Salzer—District 5 

Alex Young—District  6 

Steve Sauer—District 7 

Thomas Gleason—District 8 

 

Mayor — Dick Johns  

          

CITY HALL  

715.365.8600 

Open weekdays 8:00-4:30—

135 S. Stevens St., 

Rhinelander 
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A BACKWARD GLANCE:  Green Bay Packers—In 

Rhinelander?   

2015 marks the 80th anniversary of perhaps 

one of the most surprising events in Rhineland-

er’s history and one of the least well known—

the Green Bay Packers held their very first offi-

cial training camp right here in Rhinelander!  

For one exciting week in August 1935 hundreds 

of fans gathered at the Rhinelander High School 

football field to watch one of the best pro foot-

ball teams of the time.  In honor of this event, 

two years ago the Rhinelander Historic Preser-

vation Commission made the site, now known 

as Sarocka Field a locally-designated historic 

site.  The commission is currently preparing to 

submit a grant request to the Packer Foundation 

to assist in financing a historic plaque and pos-

sibly a memorial gateway at the Rives Street en-

trance.  Planning is underway for a small com-

memoration this year, with possibly a formal 

dedication next year following completed im-

provements.  But a grant alone cannot pay for 

proposed improvements.  The Rhinelander Pub-

lic Works and Parks Departments are making 

plans to improve parking & fencing in the area, 

however further upgrades need to be funded by 

private donations.  An official state historic 

plaque alone costs as much as $5000 which 

would not include installation.  Anyone interest-

ed in participating in this endeavor can contact 

Mayor Johns at 715.365.8600 or attend the 

next Historic Preservation Commission meeting 

on May 28th at 9:00 AM at the City Hall.   

PARKS  DEPARTMENT . . .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pioneer Park Historical Complex, locat-

ed in the heart of Rhinelander will open 

Memorial Day weekend for the 2015 

season.  The complex hours are 10-5 

daily Memorial Day through Labor Day.  

Pioneer Park is closed Mondays unless 

a holiday falls on Monday—then the 

museum is open.  Admission to the 

complex is free to all ages.  Bring your 

out-of-town guests to the park and 

show them some Rhinelander history!  

The park consists of a Logging Muse-

um, Railroad Depot,  Outboard Motor 

building, Sawmill, School House and 

CCC Camp.  Come enjoy at day at the 

Pioneer Park Historical complex.  Fun 

for all ages!  

        PRAT update from  

         Mayor  Johns 

 
 
 

On April 24th, I met with Senator 
Tom Tiffany with regard to the 
Premier Resort Area Tax.  Sena-
tor Tiffany indicated that he 
would fully support the City’s ef-
fort to implement the PRAT tax 
and would bring it before the 
State legislature.  The state legis-
lature met Thursday, May 14, 
2015 and voted in favor of plac-
ing this into the state budget.  
The possibility remains of a bind-
ing referendum to be brought be-
fore voters in November 2015.  
The City will keep all informed as 
we progress toward implementa-
tion.    
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         NORTHWOOD 
         GOLF COURSE 

 
 

Saturday May 23, 2015  -  Golf Course Demo Day 
from noon to 4:00 pm.  Come to Northwood to try 
out all the new equipment for 2015.  Manufactur-
ers  will be on hand to show the latest equipment 
and answer all questions.  
 
Sunday May 31, 2015  - NATH Golf Outing at 2:00 
pm with a shotgun start.  Sign up now -  it’s filling 
up fast!   
 
The maintenance staff is busy mowing and getting things 
back in shape after a long winter.  Immediately following 
Memorial Day, the crew will aerate the greens and tees as 
they do every spring and fall.  Core aeration is the practice 
of pulling ½ inch diameter, 3 inch deep plugs out of the 
turf spaced about every 2 inches.  The cores are removed, 
then a heavy layer of sand is applied and drug in.  Alt-
hough nobody likes it because it disrupts the playing con-
ditions for a week or two, this is a necessary maintenance 
practice to keep the turf healthy throughout the summer 
months of heavy traffic from machinery and players.  
There are a number of things this accomplishes to benefit 
the turf.  First, it relieves compaction in the soil making 
for more productive root growth.  This also helps with 
weed control, as many types of weeds thrive in compacted 
soils.  Secondly, it opens a pathway for water and nutri-
ents to reach the root zone and be taken up by the plants.  
Third, the process brings up millions of microbes.  Mi-
crobes are microscopic organisms that, after being 
brought to the surface, feed on the thatch layer at the soil 
surface.  The thatch layer, although necessary for turf to 
survive, can be detrimental if it gets too thick, preventing 
water and nutrients from penetrating into the soil.  Final-
ly, the sand, combined with the decayed organic matter 
(broken down thatch) provides ideal soil conditions for 
maintaining turf in high traffic areas.   
 
Home owners will find that the same practice performed 
in the spring and fall will do wonders for their lawn.  To 
simplify the process for a home lawn, use an aerator that 
provides 4-6 inch hole spacing.  These can be rented, or 
purchased at most home centers.  Instead of removing the 
plugs and applying sand, simply let your lawn mower and 
Mother Nature break up the plugs.  Results are not always 
immediate, but in time you will notice an overall improve-
ment in the health of your turf.  

Water Main Flushing  
in June— 
 
The City annually flushes water 

mains throughout the City of 

Rhinelander and it is time for that 

once again. This maintenance is 

performed since the native ground-

water that the City supplies has 

small fractions of iron and manga-

nese minerals present that accumu-

late over time.  The City water sup-

ply is not unique in this capacity, and is like almost all 

wells throughout the State, big and small.  Most just 

refer to this as “hard water” and many prefer it over 

treated water.  Whereas these minerals are harmless 

with their consumption and use; if the mains remain 

unflushed there will be accumulation in the City mains 

over time that can cause staining often seen on plumb-

ing fixtures and clothing when laundry is done.   

As the City flushes the mains, the mineral deposits can 

be disrupted and cause temporary problems until they 

are discharged from the water system through hy-

drants as flushing is done.  Once the flushing is com-

pleted, then the risk of these sediments causing prob-

lems is reduced.  So, as we look forward to this process, 

the City alerts our customers to the issues involved, 

and focuses on getting our systems back to a state 

where they are functioning to capacity.   

City of Rhinelander Trash and Recycling Pick-up.  

 Please have trash and recycle bins placed curbside by 7:00AM on your service day. 

 Extra bag stickers can be purchased at Trigs in Rhinelander at the customer service desk. 

 For large item disposal, the Advanced Disposal Transfer Station is located at 2582 HWY 17 S and  is open Monday-Friday. 

 For questions regarding service in the City of Rhinelander or to schedule a roll-off container please call Advanced Disposal 
at  715.356.9089 or 715.369.1390.      

                Memorial Day, May 25th Service Change:  
                                            Monday customers will be serviced Tuesday. 
                           Tuesday customers will be serviced Wednesday.     
                          Wednesday customers will be serviced Thursday. 
                           Thursday customers will be serviced Friday. 
                                  Friday customers will be serviced Saturday.  


